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Celebrate the Great Swamp!

A critical treasure in the Hudson Highlands

Support FrOGS And
Come to The “Great Swamp” The Great Swamp Art Show

Plein Air Art Auction—OCT. 2nd and Celebration—OCT. 23rd - 24th




Help Support FrOGS at the Second Annual
"Plein Air” Art Auction

Saturday, October 2nd At 4 PM, The Lathrop Center, Lakeside Park, Pawling

To celebrate the beauty of the Great Swamp
and the hills of the Harlem Valley, Friends of
the Great Swamp is sponsoring its second annual
“Plein Air” painting day and auction. “Plein
Air” is the French term for painting outdoors
where the artist’s senses (light, mood, tempera-
ture, etc.) shape his vision of the landscape.

Artists will gather their paints, pencils, cameras
and pastels on Saturday, September 25th and
travel to a variety of locations to record their
impressions of autumn in the Great Swamp
Watershed. The last of the summer’s wildflowers
will still be in the fields and the red maples will
be firing up the colors of the swamp. Some of
the artists’ favorite sites were located off the trail
on Couch Road and at the Muddy Brook Crossing
on Cornwall Hill Road in Patterson. The Slocum-
Mostachetti Preserve and the Swamp River
crossing at Chippawalla Road were favorites in
Pawling. The public might glimpse the artists at
work at the Patterson Environmental Park, Turtle
Pond near Route 164, and on the Appalachian
Trail where it crosses the Swamp River by Route
22 in Pawling.

The framed works produced on the “paint
out” day will be auctioned on Saturday,
October 2nd at the Lathrop Center, Lakeside
Park in Pawling. Viewing will take place at the
Center from 2 PM to 4 PM that afternoon with
the auction starting at 4 PM.

Last years’ auction took place in the evening
during the Great Swamp Art Show and
Celebration. There was a lot of excitement in the
packed room as master auctioneer Ivan Cohen
worked the audience. The art included beautiful
landscapes, impressionistic watercolors, master-
ful pastels and photos done in a variety of dif-
ferent styles. Those who were lucky enough to
cast the winning bid walked away with some
spectacular art at very reasonable prices.

The participating artists were; Linda Puiatti,
Cindy Katz, Susan Hennelly, Terry Ariano,
Virginia Mold, Michael Garland, Jeremy Wolff,
Pat Corrigan, Connie Horton and Dod
Charoudi. Support your local artists!

The Art Auction is one of our major fundraisers
this year with 50% of the proceeds going to
FrOGS. Not only can you acquire a wonderful
work of art that celebrates the beauty of the
Harlem Valley and the Great Swamp but you
will also be supporting FrOGS in its mission to
protect the values of this unique landscape.

Click on FrOGS’ website www.frogs-ny.org,
for more information as well as registration
forms for artists and spots to paint in the Great
Swamp and the Harlem Valley.

—Laurie Wallace and Judy Kelley-Moberg

Photo of a landscape by artist Linda Puiatti




Fall Wood Turtle Update

September 1st already, but with the turtles
active until the end of October, there is still
much more data to collect. With the assistance of
John Foley who has spent every lunch hour this
summer looking for turtles the numbers have
swelled. About 20 new juveniles have been found
this season bringing the number of juveniles

to about 33. In total there are about 55 turtles

at the Pawling site and approximately 55 at the
Patterson site.

There is such significant recruitment at the
Pawling site (due to the large number of juveniles)
that the site is clearly worth saving and it becomes
imperative that the Town of Pawling tries to avoid
building in that location. Heavy recruitment (the
large number of juveniles) usually indicates that
the site is still an active, functioning habitat.

This season I walked a new section of the
Patterson site every day since it seemed so

promising last year. It lived up to expectations
with many new turtles added to the survey.

Seven nests have been protected this season—
two in Pawling and five at Patterson. Many
thanks to Gordon Douglas who committed to
monitor the Pawling site two shifts a night for
three weeks! Usually the nests are laid from
May 28th to June 10th but nesting began very
early this year and ended early. The first nest
was laid May 14th and the last May 31st. I don't
know what if anything to attribute this to.

While we are not faced with the cold wet
summer of 2009 with its nesting failures due to
inundation, this season’s batch has had only
partial emergence at three nests. Two nests have
hatched fully, two have not yet begun and three
are sporadically producing hatchlings. Last night
three turtles hatched from two overdue nests.

Today, twenty-eight turtles from Patterson to
Pawling are wearing transmitters thanks to the
support of FrOGS. Each turtle has the potential
to introduce me to others since they often con-
gregate in the streams during the October mat-
ing season.

Clicking on sciencefriday.com will link you to a
video about the Wood Turtle Study produced by
NPR called “Turtles on the Wrong Side of the Track”

—Michael Musnick

South Flow River Report

During the past two years a lot of work has
been done in the Great Swamp. Mac Rand, a
FrOGS board member and owner of Great Blue -
Outfitters and FrOGS board member Rick Saracelli,
have cleared most of the obstacles from the
channel of the Croton River between the Patterson
Environmental Park and Green Chimneys.

Particular attention was paid to the section south
of Route 22 which had not been previously been
cleared to any extent. Depending on the water
level of the river, it is now possible to negotiate
the entire seven-mile section from the Environ-
mental Park to Green Chimneys with only the
occasional beaver dam as an obstacle.

In an effort to make the visitor more aware of
the values of the Great Swamp and its biodiver-
sity, the Patterson Town Board in partnership
with FrOGS will be purchasing a kiosk to be
erected in the Environmental Park. It will con-
tain information about the swamp, display a
large map of the Watershed, and provide slots
for pamphlets.

—Rick Saracelli



Dutchess County Watershed Awareness Month

Ithough the Great Swamp appears to be one
large interconnected wetland, its waters divide
and drain in two different directions. The north flow
or Swamp River lies entirely in Dutchess County.
It rises in the Village of Pawling and passes through
Wingdale, and Dover before emptying into the
Ten Mile River and flowing eastward into the
Housatonic River in Connecticut.

The month of July was designated Watershed
Awareness Month or WAM 2010. Members of the
Dutchess Watershed Coalition volunteered to plan
and present over 40 watershed events throughout
the county. Bob Wills of Dutchess County Planning
unveiled a new GIS mapping tool depicting every
watershed in Dutchess at five-foot contours. Planners
and researchers will be able identify structures in
the landscape as small as a drainage catchment.
Municipal officials in both Dutchess and Putnam
County should become aware of the capabilities of

this new mapping tool. For more information check
the www.dutchesswatersheds.org website.

Mike Purcell was an active planner and
participant in all the month’s events and he and
Shari Chertok were among those recognized for their
efforts. Mike helped develop the three WAM events
in the Swamp River Watershed that were partnered
by FrOGS, The Oblong Land Conservancy and the
Duell Hollow Conservation Association. The events
were; screening two films, “After the Storm” and
“River Webs”, which led to the creation of a Pawling
Library Environmental Film Series, a sold out rain
barrel workshop with a waiting list, and a macro-
invertebrate workshop at Murrow Park.

If you are interested in finding out more about
WAM and what it is planning for July 2011 check its
website at ww.dutchesswam.com .

—Judy Kelley- Moberg
and excerpts from WAM news release

Biomonitoring in the S wamp River

FrOGS’ hired Watershed Assessment Associates
and Kelly Nolan their senior aquatic taxonomist
to conduct a Benthic Study on July 24th of seven
sites in the Swamp River drainage. Two of the sites
are DEC sampling sites that are studied every 5 years,
four were new and the seventh site was at Murrow
Park where the public was invited to learn about
the sampling process as part of the celebration of
Dutchess County Watershed Awareness Month.

The Swamp River or the north flow of the Great
Swamp in Dutchess County is in a rapidly develop-
ing area. A huge new development will straddle the
River in Wingdale and a proposed power generating
plant is slated for Dover. There are many concerns
about the effect of development on the ecology of the
Great Swamp, and the water quality and quantity in
the Swamp River basin. Kelly Nolan’s Benthic Study
and a chemical sampling study of six of the same
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Swamp River
Watershed

sites funded by the Housatonic Valley Association
should provide baseline data on water quality before
the projects break ground.

Benthic macroinvertebrates are the aquatic juvenile
forms of many wetland insects like dragonflies,
mayflies and aquatic beetles. Since they live on the
stream bottom in a very limited area they are good
indicators of the health of the stream at that location.
They are large enough to be seen with the naked eye
and collected from the stream bottom with a kick net.
Some species are very pollution intolerant while others
are less so. Identified and counted, the numbers and
the variety of species are used to develop four different
metric indicators that will be used to rate the quality of
the stream. New York State DEC standards were
followed throughout the monitoring process.

Chris Fishel

Kelly Nolan said that identifying the macros by
families alone is usually 93% accurate in determin-
ing water quality. This type of study can identify the
type of pollution but not the source. Due to budget
cuts the DEC has only sampled 175 instead of about
500 sites in the state. Mr. Nolan thought citizen
scientists could be trained to gather data and help
supplement the State data.

At the Murrow Park site we all gathered at the
stream to watch the kick net technique and clustered
over the collection table to look at the squirming macros
that emerged from the debris. No one was as enthu-
siastic as one young Pawling student who, “Wanted
to know how things live.” Kelly Nolan said that he
was a collector and gatherer as a child and that’s what
got him interested in science. He felt that a child’s nat-
ural curiosity about the world isn’t being encouraged
today and even the parks tell them—don’t touch!

Chris Fishel the aquatic biology taxonomist work-
ing with Kelly was very excited about the great
macro diversity in the stream and finding a variety
of Stone Fly (Pelto Perlidae) that can only live in
very clean water. When asked to describe it he
simply said, “It looks like a roach.”

We look forward to Mr. Nolan’s Benthic Analysis
of water quality at the seven sites and the chemical
testing report on 6 of the same sites funded by the
Housatonic Valley Association. The combined data
should provide a water quality baseline for the
Swamp River in 2010.




Are the Dams of the Great Swamp’s
Resident Beavers Altering the Ecosystem?
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By Dr. Ryan Taylor, Assistant Professor of
Environmental Studies at SUNY Purchase

This past summer, I had the opportunity to
spend the entire month of June accompanied
by four enthusiastic community college students.
Each day we gathered up our ecological sampling
equipment and launched a makeshift flotilla of
boats from the Patterson Environmental Park.
Our mission was two-fold. First, let the swamp
be our classroom, where the students could
practice the skills of scientific observation and
reasoning. Second, to try to get some idea of
how significantly the beavers’ dams were
altering the hydrology of this amazing and
dynamic ecosystem.

Many lucky individuals have shared the
experience of gently paddling their kayak or
canoe along the East Branch of the Croton River
and suddenly encountering a jumbled pile of
sharply pointed sticks and mud blocking their
way. The beaver dam is just high enough that .
their watercraft can’t quite get over it, and with
just enough drop on the other side that they're
not sure they’d want to anyway.
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In the three and a half mile section of the river
we studied this summer we encountered no
fewer than seven actively maintained high-water
dams (those with a measurable differential in
the elevation of the water on the upstream and
downstream sides of the dam). High-water dams
are the primary dams beaver families use to
create their main “home” pond. In addition, we
also encountered eighteen active and abandoned
low-water dams (those that do not cause a differ-
ential in water elevations). These are dams that
the beavers use to expand the reach of their ponds.

While we did not deploy the instrumentation
necessary to collect long-term hydrologic data
in the impounded areas behind the dams, we
recorded some quantitative measurements
about the landscape positions of the dams. A
set of GPS coordinates marked the position of
each dam. We noted that the crests of the high-
water dams were built right up to the maximum
height of the riverbanks. This is not always the
case, since many rivers have so severely down
cut their channels that the crests of the beaver
dams are well below the height of the banks.
As a result, rising water levels never escape the
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channel, leaving the floodplain high and dry
during all but the most severe flooding
conditions. The height of the high-water dams
we encountered along the East Branch Croton
River are ecologically significant because the
water levels of each beaver pond are constantly
being maintained right at (or slightly exceeding)
that of the river’s natural flood stage.

Beaver Lodge
When dams are constructed in this landscape
position, the root-zones of the adjacent
floodplain areas are not capable of drying out in
between the river’s natural flooding cycles.
These conditions can cause water stress for even
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flood-tolerant species such as Maple and Ash,
and can prevent young saplings from establish-
ing themselves. The result is a forest canopy that
becomes more and more open as fewer branches
leaf out and the under story becomes dominated
by emergent herbaceous plants and shrubs.

(The forested swamp, shaded by a canopy of
Maples and Ash, begins to turn into an open
shrubby marsh)

It seems that each time a new family of beavers
constructs its own high-water dam, it is poten-
tially changing the complexion of the swamp in
more profound ways than the simple physical
evidence of a few cut or girdled trees.




Plants of Ice Pond

oogle the title of this article and you will

find the results of a study of the plants and
plant communities in the Putnam County Land
Trust’s, Twin Hill and Ice Pond Preserves. Dan
Atha a botanist and plant research scientist from
the New York Botanical Gardens has made at least
a hundred trips over the past three years while
working on this inventory. He has already pub-
lished a book on the plants of tropical Belize and
plans to publish the results of his “Ice Pond” study.
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Dan was very excited about the large number
of species in such a small area. He found 560 plant
species and 20 different ecological communities
in less than 300 acres. One hundred and seventy
five plants were new records for Putnam and
several were rare or endangered in New York.
Two of the “communities” were quite unusual.
Moist recesses among the massive boulders on
the east side of the cliffs on the Ice Pond Preserve
rarely see the sun and hold winter ice longer. They
contain lichens and algae that are often found in
“ice cave” communities. The wetlands between
the two railroad tracks form a rich “shrub fen”
community composed of “floating islands” of
sphagnum moss, unusual sedges and shrubs.

Dan led Dr. Jim Utter and Judy Kelley-Moberg
on a field walk along a switch back trail that
eventually led us to the top of the high peak
adjacent to the Ice Pond Preserve. Bear oak,
chestnut oak and scarlet oak, were scattered
over the rocky summit. From atop the overlook
the murky color of Ice Pond was pretty obvious.
We discussed the geologic history of the area
and why Ice Pond might be more acidic than
the rest of the Great Swamp drainage, which is
buffered by marble bedrock. Dan pointed out
that some of the plant diversity was actually due
to human intervention. The open space along
the RR tracks, the old roadbeds and under the
power lines has maintained many open meadow
species. Dan and Jim had a great time identify-
ing plants and taking photos. Jim would like to
see this level of research and data collection done
for more areas in the Great Swamp Watershed.

Thanks to Dan for his expertise and his enthu-
siasm, we really enjoyed our preview of the pre-
sentation he gave on Sunday, September 12th at
the Putnam County Land Trust’s Annual meeting.

Three Cheers for FrOGS’ Volunteers

For canoe trip assistance we thank Marge
Josephson, John Foley, John Kozma, Stuart
Heger, Bill Consiglio, Dennis O’Hara, Shari
Chertok, Kevin Nigay and Tom Ademec.

Carol Stenroos helped set up for Jim Eyring’s
Owl Talk. Bill Consiglio helped man FrOGS’

table at “Birds of Prey Day” and Jill Eisenstein
worked with Edie at the 4-H Fair. Carol
Stepczuk prepares our labels for the mailing list
and Peter Riebold has done a great job manag-
ing FrOGS’ web site. Thanks to Linda Puiatti for
creating the eye-catching “Plein Air” poster.

—Laurie Wallace




America’s Great Outdoors Initiative

rOGS took to the road on August 6th, invited

by the Federal Government to participate in
a “listening session”, concerning community
level efforts to conserve outdoor spaces and
reconnect Americans to the outdoors. This
Hudson River Valley Session, held at Marist
College, was one of 25 listening and learning
sessions held all over the country. Two guitarists
and a vocalist opened the event by belting out
“This Land is Your Land” saluting the efforts
and message of legendary environmentalist Pete
Seeger who was sitting in the audience.

Hudson Valley Congressmen Hinchey, Hall,
and Tonko welcomed an auditorium full of
Hudson Valley environmentalists, parks people,
agriculturalists and educators. David Hayes,
Deputy Secretary of the Department of Interior,
Thomas Visack, Secretary of the Department of
Agriculture and Judith Enck, Director of Region 2
of the Environmental Protection Agency explained
the Government’s Role in this initiative and the
topics they wanted the audience to respond to in
the three breakout sessions (1. Rivers, 2. Education
and Recreation, and 3. Agriculture)

The response topics were:

1. What Works—your most effective strategies
for conservation, recreation and reconnecting
people to the outdoors

2. Challenges—obstacles to achieving your goals
3. Tools—what tools and resources would help?
4. Federal Government’s Role—in becoming a
more effective partner

REPORT ON THE HIGHLANDS COALITION MEETING

The New York section met at the Hubbard Nature Center on July 16th
with Mike Purcell, Edie Keasbey, Laurie Wallace and Judy Kelley-Moberg
attending from FrOGS and Lauri Taylor of Putnam Soil and Water on the
open phone line.

Highlights:

1. Preparing responses to the questions for America's Great Outdoor
Initiative for the Hudson River Valley. A “Hudson River National Park"!

2. NYS funding for land acquisition is grim, most of the money
released this year was to keep the parks open and to fund existing land
acquisition commitments.

3. TPL acquisition of 300 acres on the north side of Haviland Hollow

Road, adjoining State owned Cranberry Mountain would be completed
this fall.

Edie attended the “Rivers” session. Her
responses were similar to many others but also
represent her experience with FrOGS. #1.
Coalitions of small non-profit organizations
work. #2. Funding is the most critical challenge
in the Northeast. We can’t compete for funds
with the West because our land prices are higher
and acreage smaller. #3. Funding for land acqui-
sition in the Northeast should be based on a
unique formula that makes us competitive with
the rest of the country in winning grants. #4.
Fully funding federal programs for open space
instead of raiding funds from these programs
and the need for a larger federal presence in the
northeast with National Parks and Forests.

Judy attended the “Education and Recreation”
session. Her answers are both personal and
reflective of the group. #1. Parks, trails and
greenways along the Hudson River and the new
walking bridge work. #2. Some cities along the
Hudson have very little or no public access to
the Hudson River. A Newburgh teacher said his
students couldn’t even touch the river. Outdoor
education and getting the students into the envi-
ronment is given very little value in NYS’ paper
and pencil test driven curriculum. #3 Schools
need funding for the buses to get the students to
the parks and open spaces. #4 Schools and teach-
ers that support investigative, problem solving
courses that engage students in local environmental
issues and get the kids outdoors should be
encouraged by NYS and the Federal Government.

—Edie Keasbey and Judy Kelley-Moberg

4. On the Federal level, Energy bill #3534 is in the senate, if it passes
there is a much better chance for the Highlands Act to be fully funded.

5. Henri, the science base for the Highlands Coalition at Rutgers is
becoming more “water centric” with the support of the Stroud Institute.
Starting with data collected by the Forest Service, they want to create a
generally accepted science based system for rating watersheds right
down to the sub-watershed level.

6. Dutchess County Watershed Month activities and concerns were
introduced as well as the problems of coordinating funding, data bases
and regulations for watersheds that cross state and county boundaries.

7. Peter Rostenberg is a new member of the Steering Committee
from Connecticut and Janet Burnett replaces (interim) chair Andy Chmar
(Chairman of the Highland’s Land Trust) as the third co-chair of the New
York branch of the Highland's Coalition. Thanks Andy, for keeping us all
going in the right direction.



Calendar of Events—September thru October 2010

Friends of the Great Swamp (FrOGS) and Putnam Land Trust (PCLT)
For information on Putnam Land Trust Programs (PLT) please call 845-225-5635.

September

Saturday, September 25th

“Paint Out Day”

FrOGS' is sponsoring an artist’s “Paint Out Day” at
locations throughout the Great Swamp followed on
October 2nd with an auction of their work to benefit
FrOGS. For more information call (845) 279-8858 or
Laurwally@aol.com

Sunday, September 26th

Patterson Community Day
FrOGS Table

October

Saturday, October 2nd

FrOGS’ Plein Air Art Auction

At 4 PM at Lakeside Park in Pawling
(see article for more info.)

Saturday, October 2nd

Oblong Land Conservancy “First Saturday”
event. “GroupBike Ride”

Amenia Rail Trail, 9 AM, with Pawling Cycle and
Sport (your bike and helmet) riders ages 12+.
Reserve on line or bike shop 845-855-9866.

FrOGS Board Members,

Judy and husband Carl, Liz, Rick, and Mac
took SUNY Purchase media students,

Joe and Joyce on a “Photo Shoot”

canoe trip in the Great Swamp.

Saturday, October 9th (1pm-4pm)

Fall Hike in the Pawling Nature Preserve

Led by Dr. Jim Utter and Judy Kelley-Moberg. Learn
about “Birds, Ecology, and Geology” on a 2-3 mile
moderately stressful uphill trail to an overlook above
the Great Swamp and the Harlem Valley. Reservations
required 845-878-7740 (no small children)

Saturday, October 23 and Sunday, the 24th
The Great Swamp Art Show and Celebration
Thomas Memorial center, Christ Church, Pawling

November

Sunday, November 21st

Roadside Clean Up Day

Meet 10 AM at Patterson Recreation Center.
Call 845-878-6104 for more information.

E-Mail Address

[ Spring Celebration [ Canoe Trips [] Other

[ Educational Activities (] Art Show []Mailings

: Friends of the Great Swamp is an organization dedicated to Suggested Contributions: (All Contributions are tax deductible)
Preserving the Great Swamp through educational programs, .

: scientific projects and special events and making all aware of this L1 Supporter $25 [ Gontributor $50

¢ wonderful resource in our midst. [ Friend $100 [ Patron $250

I The generosity of our members and supporters extends FrOGS 1 Sponsor $500 ] Benefactor $1,000

I reach and effectiveness. Contributions support the efforts of the Send your contribution to: Friends of the Great Swamp

I Education Committee, research and this newsletter. ‘ .

i P.0. Box 373, Pawling, NY 12564
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I Name WE NEED HELP

: Address if you can lend a hand with any of t.he following,

1 please check off the box and we will call you.
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GREAT SWAMP ART SHOW
/5> & CELEBRATION
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K2 Saturday Oct. 23rd, 11 to 5
Sunday Oct. 24th, 1210 4

At the Thomas Memorial Center,
Christ Church, Pawling, NY

Educational
Programs

Children’s
Activities

“The Nature
of Things”

Jim Eyring’s Birds of Prey Great Swamp Slide Show
Live Music Refreshments FrOGS Hats T-shirts

Directions: At traffic light on Rt. 22 in Pawling go up Quaker Hill Rd. to the end. Turn right onto
Mizzentop Rd. and drive .25 miles to Christ Church on your right and the Thomas Memorial Center.

For Information: 845-878-9248. 845-855-1917 845-279-88577?7
leebrook2@aol.com www.frogs-ny.org laurwally@aol.com
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